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ORDER OF WORSHIP 
 

THE GATHERING 
 

PRELUDE          “Lord, I Want to Be a Christian”                 Traditional Spiritual 
           “Be still and know that I am God.”          Psalm 46:10 

 (Please use this time to prepare for worship in silence.) 
 

WELCOME AND OPPORTUNITIES FOR DISCIPLESHIP 
 

PASSING OF THE PEACE       "…I was a stranger and you welcomed me."                 Matthew 25:35b 

 The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. And also with you. 
(The people may greet each other in the spirit of Christ.) 

 

CHORAL INTROIT  
 

CALL TO WORSHIP                                    Liturgist  
 
OPENING PRAYER 
 
*HYMN 10         “Sing Glory to the Name of God”            LASST UNS ERFREUEN 
 

*CONFESSION AND PARDON 
The proof of God's amazing love is this: While we were sinners Christ died for us. Because 
we have faith in him, we dare to approach God with confidence. In faith and penitence, 
let us confess our sin before God and one another. Let us pray: 
 

God of love and tenderness, you call us from the chaos of our lives as we are, 
with our hopes and fears and preoccupations with worldly things. Embrace 
each of us now as we confess our sins. Forgive us for the opportunities we 
miss, for squandering our gifts, for squandering our time, for simply being too 
busy to do things that really matter. Remind us again of your love and your 
tender mercy. Where we have fallen short of doing your will, forgive us. Where 
we have neglected others, forgive us. For the messes we make of our lives and 
those of others, forgive us. Guide us and protect us with your loving kindness.  
Through Christ, we pray. Amen.   

  

 Silent Confession 
 

      *KYRIE 
Lord, have mercy, 

 Christ, have mercy, 
 Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 

Who is to condemn? It is Christ who died and who was raised, who is at the right hand of 
God, who intercedes for us. Believe the good news! In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Amen. 

 

THE WORD 
CHILDREN’S TIME  
 THE LORD’S PRAYER (Traditional)                          (Page 35, Glory to God Hymnal)                
 



PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION                                                                        Liturgist 
 

THE HEBREW TESTAMENT READING: I Kings 3:5-12 
      The Word of God for the people of God.        Thanks be to God. 
      
CHORAL ANTHEM                          “Salvation is Created”      Tschesnokoff, arr. Walter Ehret 
   

THE GOSPEL READING: Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52          
    The Gospel of the Lord.                             Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

SERMON                           “God’s Stealth Operation”  
 

THE RESPONSE 
 

*HYMN 771              “What Is the World Like”            NEW WORLD 

(Verses 1-3 & 5) 
 

READING OF THE STATEMENTS OF FAITH: Mya Bea and Ava Rebecca Main   
(Each confirmand has prepared a statement of faith which is being presented this morning.) 

     

THE REAFFIRMATION OF THE BAPTISMAL COVENANT 
 The Opening Sentences, the Renunciation of Sin and the Profession of Faith 
 The Affirmation of Faith (Responsively) 
 

  Leader:   Do you believe in God the Father? 
 

People:  I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
     creator of heaven and earth. 

 

Leader:   Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
 

People:  I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was 
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the 
dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is 
seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the 
living and the dead. 

 

Leader:   Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
 

People:  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 
body, and the life everlasting.   Amen. 

 

 The Prayer for Those Reaffirming their Baptismal Covenant 
 The Welcome and Gifts 
 

HYMN FOR PRAYER 465 (v.1)     “What a Friend We Have in Jesus”    CONVERSE 

What a friend we have in Jesus, all our sins and griefs to bear! 
What a privilege to carry everything to God in prayer! 

O what peace we often forfeit; O what needless pain we bear, 
All because we do not carry everything to God in prayer! 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 

OFFERING OUR GIFTS TO GOD   
 OFFERTORY    
 *DOXOLOGY/Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow (606) 
 *PRAYER OVER THE GIFTS    



 

THE SENDING 
 

*HYMN 721           “Lord, You Have Come to the Lakeshore”        PESCADOR DE HOMBRES 

 

*COVENANT AND BENEDICTION 
Let us go forth into the world in peace, have courage, hold on to what is good,  

return to no person evil for evil, strengthen the fainthearted, support the weak,  
help the suffering, honor all persons, love and serve the Lord,  

rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit. 
 

Confirmands: 
We go out with joy, ready to serve. We promise to follow Jesus Christ, to love our neighbors, and 

to share God’s grace in all that we do. 
 

Congregation: 
We praise God for your faith. We promise to walk alongside you, to pray for you, and to learn 

from you as together we live out our baptismal vows. 
 

POSTLUDE                               “Here I Am Lord” 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 



 



 



 


