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 20th Sunday after Pentecost 
 

October 11, 2026                                 10:30 A.M. 
 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 
 

THE GATHERING 
 

PRELUDE              Prelude on “Terra Beata”                          arr. Chapin 
                   “Be still and know that I am God.”           Psalm 46:10 

 (Please use this time to prepare for worship in silence.) 
 
WORDS OF WELCOME AND OPPORTUNITIES FOR DISCIPLESHIP 
   

PASSING THE PEACE                    "…I was a stranger and you welcomed me."                        Matthew 25:35b 
     The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.               And also with you. 

(The people may greet each other in the spirit of Christ.) 
         

CHORAL INTROIT 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                               Liturgist  
 Hallelujah! Thank GOD! And why?  

Because God is good, because God’s love lasts. 
But who on earth can do it –  
    proclaim GOD’s mighty acts, broadcast all God’s praises? 
You’re one happy person when you do what’s right; 
    when you form the habit of justice. 
This is the day the Lord has made; 
Let us rejoice and be glad in it! 
 

OPENING PRAYER    
 
*HYMN 370                  “This Is My Father’s World”                            TERRA BEATA 

  

*CONFESSION AND PARDON 
Let us come before the throne of God, the mercy seat, with all of our humanity, open to the peace of  
promised forgiveness. Let us pray: 
 

Please do not weary of us, O God. We once again open before you the shadowy places of 
our lives and seek the healing of your light. Forgive us when we corrode love, bruising 
those closest to us. Forgive us when we turn cowardly at the summons of justice. Forgive 
us when we let hope and joy leak from our lives and fray the ties of community. Forgive us 
when we forsake the peace the world cannot give for the loneliness, emptiness, and 
anxiety it can. With your mercy, bring us into humility and gratitude. Restore our souls to 
singing, our hearts to loving, and our hands to doing justice. May we know in our deepest 
being that nothing can separate us from your grace and love enfleshed in Jesus the Christ. 
Amen. 

 

          SILENT PRAYER 
 

*KYRIE 
Lord, have mercy, 

 Christ, have mercy, 
 Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 



The God of peace, who calls all creation to live in unity, hears your plea. In the mercy of Almighty God, 
you are forgiven. For the sake of Jesus Christ, our Savior, who died and rose from the dead 
to destroy the shroud of despair, we rejoice! Alleluia! Amen. 

 

THE WORD 
 

CHILDREN’S TIME 
         THE LORD’S PRAYER (Traditional)                                      (Page 35, Glory to God Hymnal) 
 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION   
 

THE HEBREW TESTAMENT READING: Exodus 32:1-14                                                                       
 The Word of God for the people of God.               Thanks be to God. 
 

CHORAL ANTHEM            “Shepherd, Savior, Lord”                          Showalter/Nolan 
  

THE GOSPEL READING: Matthew 22:1-14  
    The Word of the Lord.                                      Praise to you, O Christ.        
    
SERMON                             “The Scandal of the Wedding Feast”    
 

THE RESPONSE 
 

*HYMN 282                              “Come Down, O Love Divine”                                 DOWN’S AMPNEY 
 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH        (Adapted from the Confession of 1967, 9.32–33) 
The life, death, resurrection, and promised coming of Jesus Christ has set the pattern for   

the church’s mission. His human life involves the church in the common life of all people. His 
service to humanity commits the church to work for every form of human well-being. His 
suffering makes the church sensitive to all human suffering so that it sees the face of Christ 
in the faces of persons in every kind of need. His crucifixion discloses to the church God’s 
judgment on the inhumanity that marks human relations, and the awful consequences of the 
church’s own complicity in injustice. In the power of the risen Christ and the hope of his 
coming, the church sees the promise of God’s renewal of human life in society and of God’s 
victory over all wrong. The church follows this pattern in the form of its life and in the method 
of its action. So to live and serve is to confess Christ as Lord. Amen.                                                                   

                             

*GLORIA PATRI (Hymn 581)  
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 

OFFERING OUR GIFTS TO GOD  
       OFFERTORY                                Prelude on “Down Ampney”                                            arr. Held 

DOXOLOGY/Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow (606) 
       PRAYER OVER THE GIFTS 
 

THE SENDING 
 

*HYMN  753       “Make Me a Channel of Your Peace”      PRAYER OF ST. FRANCIS 
 

*COVENANT OF THE CONGREGATION (Unison) 
Let us go out into the streets and the byways of the world, 

to proclaim the feast of God’s grace is ready, 
and to extend the invitation to everyone we meet, without exception. 

As we go, let us be clothed in the garments of Christ: 
compassion, kindness, humility, and the fruits of active faith. 

We will not be indifferent to God's calling, 
but live as people who have been chosen to bear Christ’s love into the world.  

 



*BENEDICTION 
 

POSTLUDE                                                 “Allegro Maestoso”                               Peeters 
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